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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, JA, KN 

SUBJECT: KOREANS REACT TO KYODO REPORT KIM CHONG-IL 
DESIGNATED SUCCESSOR 

REFERENCE: SEOUL 1709; TOKYO 2594 

1 . FOR SOME TIME, INR/REA ANALYST HAS BEEN SEEKING TO 
SEPARATE WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT KIM CHONG-IL VIA RELIABLE 
SOURCES (INCLUDING ROKG) FROM WHAT APPEARS TO BE A KCIA 
CAMPAIGN TO PUBLICIZE KIM'S SHORTCOMINGS USING SOME 
INFORMATION WHICH APPEARS ACCURATE AND SOME WHICH WE FIND 
QUESTIONAOLE. WE ARE NOT CERTAIN OF SOURCE FOR KYODO 
NEWS STORY, BUT SUSPECT STORY COULD FALL INTO LATTER 
CATEGORY. 

2. DESPITE PERSISTENT INDICATIONS THAT KIM HAS BEEN 
FORMALLY NAMED AS HIS FATHER S SUCCESSOR (POSSIBLY 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 049655 

IN A SECRET 1974 PARTY PLENUM; POSSIBLY IN MEETING DE- 
SCRIBED IN KYODO STORY), WE ARE NOT YET CERTAIN THAT WE 
HAVE SEEN EVIDENCE WHICH IS PERSUASIVE AND RELIABLE. 

3. WE WOULD BE INTERESTED TO KNOW BASIS OF ROKG BELIEF 
THAT KIM’S POSITION AS SUCCESSOR HAS BEEN BASICALLY 
SECURE SINCE 1975. WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE KNOWING WHAT 
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ROKG SEES AS SIGNIFICANCE OF AUGUST 18 PANMUNJOM INCI- 
DENT AS IT RELATES TO KIM'S SUCCESSION. PERHAPS ROK 
AUTHORITIES CAN SHED FURTHER LIGHT ON THEIR THINKING 
WITH RESPECT TO IMPLICATIONS OF PANMUNJOM INCIDENT UPON 
SUCCESSION QUESTION. 

CHRISTOPHER 


SECRET 


NNN 
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